THE ESCAPE FROM THE LEADS       I7i
but reported to have dealings with the inquisitors; he recog-
nised me and cried out: 'Hallo! what are you doing here? 1
am delighted to see you, have you run away?*
CI have not run away, I was set at liberty.'
'Impossible! I was at M. Grimani's only yesterday, aad 3
heard nothing of it.'
Reader, it is easier for you to imagine the state of mlr.d I
was in than for me to describe it. I thought this maiL- was
paid to arrest me; that in another moment he would call up
the police, who were all over Mestre, and I should be
ignonominously marched back to cThe Leads.' I jumped out
of the carriage, and asked him to step to one side with me.
As soon as we were at a safe distance from the others I
seized him by the collar; he saw the pike I was brandishing
and guessed my intention; with a violent effort he wrenched
himself away, and ran with all his might down the road,
jumping over a wide ditch, from the other side of which he
kissed his hand to me several times, as a sign that I had his
good wishes. I was glad I had been saved from committing
murder, for I began to think he meant me no harm. I got
back into the chaise, looking disdainfully at the cowardly
monk, who saw now the danger he had exposed us to, and
we went on in silence to Treviso.
There I ordered a chaise and pair for ten o'clock, though
I had no intention of taking them, firstly, because I had not
enough money, and, secondly, because a post-chaise is easily
tracked; it was merely a ruse. The landlord asked if we
wished breakfast, but though I was fainting with hunger I
had not the courage to eat anything; a quarter of an hour's
delay might prove fatal. I wanted to get out into the open
country where one man, if he is clever, can defy a hundred
thousand.
We passed out of Treviso by Saint Thomas's gate, and
struck across the fields. After walking for three hours I feft
down exhausted. I told Balbi to get me something to eat of
I should die; he said contemptuously that he had thought 1
was braver. He had filled his own stomach full before lear*